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From creator Jerry Seinfeld comes “Bee Movie,” a comedy that will change everything you thought you knew about bees.  You may think you know everything there is to know about these mysterious creatures – they make honey, fly, and live in hives.  But the truth is, they are probably the most misunderstood and least appreciated of all winged insects on the planet.  Take a closer look at the world of bees through the eyes of one bee in particular…

Barry B. Benson (Jerry Seinfeld) is a recent college graduate who wants more out of life than the inevitable career that awaits him and every other worker in New Hive City:  a job at Honex…making honey.  Barry takes a chance and flees his hive, and soon encounters a world he couldn’t have envisioned in his wildest dreams, including a cute florist named Vanessa (Renée Zellweger).  When Barry becomes smitten with her, he breaks one of the cardinal rules of beedom—he talks to her.  


A friendship soon develops, and Barry gets a guided crash course in the human race.  When he shockingly discovers that anyone with cash, check or credit card can purchase honey right off the grocery store shelf, he realizes that he alone must put a stop to this.  He reasons that to beat humans you have to think like humans…so he does what anyone would do and sues humankind for their continued bee exploitation and theft of their precious honey, the fruit of the bee’s tireless labor.


The first major project since Jerry Seinfeld’s iconic self-titled television series, “Bee Movie” is a labor of love for the stand-up comedian, as he not only voices the lead bee Barry, but also co-wrote the screenplay and serves as a producer.  


Creating “Bee Movie” from the ground up proved to be a learning experience for Jerry Seinfeld, and not just about the intricacies of producing, scripting and performing in an animated feature.  He actually learned a thing or two…about bees.  “One of the things that you have to know about in the movie—we talk about the fact that all bees, once they sting, that’s it for them,” he says.  “You sting, your life is over.  So it’s a big step.  You really have to control your temper.  You don’t to just sting somebody because you get upset.  You have to control yourself.  Makes you really think about anger management, doesn’t it?”

DreamWorks Animation S.K.G. Presents, in association with Columbus 81 Productions, “Bee Movie,” which will be distributed by Paramount Pictures, features the voice talents of Jerry Seinfeld, Renée Zellweger, Matthew Broderick, John Goodman, Chris Rock, Kathy Bates, Patrick Warburton, Barry Levinson, Megan Mullally, Larry Miller and Rip Torn.  The film is directed by Simon J. Smith and Steve Hickner. The film is written by Jerry Seinfeld and Spike Feresten & Barry Marder & Andy Robin. The film is produced by Jerry Seinfeld and Christina Steinberg.  This film is not yet rated.  
“Bee Movie” will be released in the U.S. nationwide November 2, 2007.  Credits not yet final.
ABOUT THE VOICE CAST


JERRY SEINFELD (Barry B. Benson) was born in Brooklyn, New York and grew up in Massapequa, Long Island.  He graduated from Queens College in 1976.


Jerry went straight from his college graduation to an amateur night try-out at New York’s “Catch a Rising Star.”  He continued to perform in local clubs until his career took off after his first successful spot on Carson’s “The Tonight Show” in 1981 at age 27.


Appearances on Letterman and Merv Griffin shows followed, and Jerry became a headline stand-up comedian.


In 1989, Jerry teamed up with fellow stand-up Larry David and created “The Seinfeld Chronicles” for Castle Rock Entertainment.  The show became the hit NBC Television series “Seinfeld.”  In 1998, after nine extraordinarily successful years, the last episode aired to a national audience of 75 million people.  In its 12th year in syndication, “Seinfeld” is still a frontrunner in the ratings.  In the TV Guide listing of the Greatest Shows of All Time, “Seinfeld” was voted #1.


After retiring from his hit series, Seinfeld immediately returned to what he loved most, stand-up comedy.  He performed to a sold out, week-long engagement at the Broadhurst Theatre in New York City.  The last show was telecast live as an HBO special, “I’m Telling You for the Last Time” in August 1998.


In 2001, Seinfeld began creating a new stand-up act, which was chronicled in the documentary, “Comedian,” a behind-the-scenes look at the world of stand-up comedy.  After its run in theatres, the film developed a cult following and was highlighted and screened at The Comedy Festival presented by HBO and AEG Live in Las Vegas.  Seinfeld was presented with the festival’s first annual “Comedian” Award in recognition of his influential role in furthering the art of stand-up comedy.


In 2003, Jerry penned a best-selling children’s book entitled Halloween, which has become a household perennial for both kids and adults alike.


Since his departure from “Seinfeld,” Jerry has been performing stand-up across the country.  He can be seen at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas on a regular basis.


Jerry lives in his hometown of New York City with his wife Jessica and their three children.


Academy Award® winner and three time nominee, RENÉE ZELLWEGER’s (Vanessa) outstanding performances in “Cold Mountain,” “Chicago” and “Bridget Jones’s Diary” have garnered her critical acclaim.  In 2004, she won the Academy Award® for Best Supporting Actress for her role as Ruby Thewes in Anthony Minghella’s “Cold Mountain.”  She was nominated in both 2002 and 2003 for Academy Awards® for Lead Actress for her roles in “Bridget Jones’s Diary” and “Chicago,” respectively.


Her Academy Award® for her role in “Cold Mountain” was accompanied by a Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role, a Golden Globe Award for Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role in a Motion Picture, a BAFTA Award for Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role and a Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actress.  Directed by Anthony Minghella, the film is about a Confederate soldier’s journey home after the American Civil War.  Zellweger starred opposite Jude Law and Nicole Kidman.


In addition to her Academy Award® nomination for her role in “Chicago,” Zellweger also won the 2003 Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Lead Role, as well as a 2003 Golden Globe Award for Lead Actress in a Motion Picture Musical or Comedy.  She was also nominated for a BAFTA Award for Lead Actress.  Directed by Rob Marshall, the film is set in Chicago in the 1920s.  Zellweger starred opposite Richard Gere and Catherine Zeta Jones as a murderess who will strive for fame at any cost, including scandal and lies.


Zellweger was most recently seen as Beatrix Potter in the Weinstein Co. film “Miss Potter.”  She portrays Beatrix Potter, a literary phenomenon of the early 20th Century, who created a series of books and characters that are as beloved today as they were a hundred years ago.


Zellweger is currently filming “Leatherheads,” directed by George Clooney, and can next be seen in Paramount Pictures’ “Case 39.”


Zellweger last starred in Universal’s “Cinderella Man,” the story of Depression-era boxer Jim Braddock, who defeated the 1935 heavyweight champion in 15-round slugfest.  She stars alongside Russell Crowe as his loving and devoted wife Mae.


Recently heard in DreamWorks’ animated comedy “Shark Tale,” Zellweger lent her voice to an all-star cast, including Jack Black, James Gandolfini, Angelina Jolie, Martin Scorsese and Will Smith, in this film about the shark mafia in the sea underworld.


Zellweger gained much attention in the smash hit “Bridget Jones’s Diary” and its sequel, “Bridget Jones’s Diary: The Edge of Reason.”  For her role as Bridget, she won the 2005 People’s Choice Award for Favorite Leading Lady.  She was nominated in both 2002 and 2005 for a Golden Globe Award for Best Performance by an Actress in a Musical or Comedy and in 2002 for an Academy Award® for Best Actress in a Leading Role, a BAFTA Award for Best Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role, a Golden Globe award for Best Performance by an Actress in a Musical or Comedy, a Golden Satellite Award, an Empire Award, an MTV Movie Award and a Screen Actor’s Guild Award.  She starred opposite Hugh Grant and Colin Firth in this tongue-in-cheek comedy about a British woman’s determination to improve herself as she looks for love while filling her personal diary with her quirky thoughts and experiences.


Considering that she took her first acting class to ensure graduating from the University of Texas with a literature degree, Renée Zellweger’s rise to leading lady status has been as rapid as it has been unexpected.  After appearing in such television projects as the USA Network telefilm “A Taste for Killing” and the Showtime Drive-In Classics series “Shake, Rattle and Rock,” she made her film debut while still in Austin in Richard Linklater’s coming-of-age film “Dazed and Confused.”  This was followed by Ben Stiller’s “Reality Bites,” “Love and a .45” (for which she received her first Independent Spirit Award nomination), “8 Seconds,” “The Return of the Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” “Empire Records” and “My Boyfriend’s Back.”


Her other film credits include the comedy “Me, Myself, and Irene,” directed by the Farrelly brothers and starring opposite Jim Carrey, and director Neil LaBute’s dark comedy “Nurse Betty,” with Chris Rock and Morgan Freeman.  It was for this film that she won a 2000 Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Comedy or Musical. Zellweger was also in the critically acclaimed “One True Thing” with William Hurt and Meryl Streep.  She also starred opposite Robin Wright-Penn and  Michelle Pfeiffer in “White Oleander,” based on the best-selling novel by Janet Fitch about a teenage girl’s journey through a series of foster homes after her mother goes to prison.


She received acclaim with her vulnerable performance opposite Tom Cruise in “Jerry Maguire.”  Directed by Cameron Crowe, she played Dorothy Boyd, a dedicated widowed mother who joins sports agent Maguire in his quest for principled representation.  For her performance she was named Best Breakthrough Performer of 1996 by the National Board of Review, received a Blockbuster Award for Best Supporting Actress in a Comedy and was nominated for a SAG Award.


According to Crowe, “Renée’s appeal is that she is just Renée, quirky and heartfelt.  When I told her ‘You got the part’ [in Jerry Maguire], there was a silence.  Then she said, ‘What makes you think I’ll take it?’”


A two-time Tony Award-winning stage actor and instantly recognizable film presence, MATTHEW BRODERICK (Adam) recently wrapped production in the feature film “Then She Found Me,” opposite Helen Hunt, who also directed.  Broderick most recently starred in the feature film “Deck the Halls.” alongside Danny Devito.  In 2007, Broderick will be seen in “Margaret,” opposite Matt Damon and Mark Ruffalo. 


In 2005 he starred in the blockbuster Broadway production of Neil Simon’s “The Odd Couple.”  He also starred in the hit off-Broadway play, “The Foreigner,” at the Roundabout Theatre.  In 2005, he also starred in the feature film version of “The Producers,” reprising the Tony-nominated performance he gave on Broadway in this smash hit musical.


Broderick starred in the critically acclaimed “You Can Count on Me,” opposite Laura Linney.  He also earned considerable acclaim starring opposite Reese Witherspoon in the critically lauded and Independent Spirit Award-winning political satire “Election,” directed by Alexander Payne.


A New York native, he made his professional stage debut opposite his father, James Broderick, at age 17 in the production of “On Valentine’s Day.”  His performance in Harvey Fierstein’s “Torch Song Trilogy” won him the Outer Critic’s Circle Award for Best Supporting Actor.  Broderick won his first Tony Award for Neil Simon’s “Brighton Beach Memoirs” and starred in the play’s sequel, “Biloxi Blues.”  He won his second Tony for his role as J. Pierrepont Finch in the Broadway revival of “How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying.” 

Broderick has also starred in such blockbuster movies as “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” “Glory,” “War Games” and Disney’s “The Lion King,” as the adult voice of Simba.  Additional credits include “Godzilla,” “Addicted to Love,” “The Cable Guy,” “Inspector Gadget,” “Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle,” “Biloxi Blues,” “Max Dugan Returns,” “Project X,” “On Valentines Day,” “Torch Song Trilogy,” “Family Business,” “The Freshman” and “The Night We Never Met,” “The Last Shot” and “The Stepford Wives.”


In addition to his stage, screen and Broadway credits, he has also appeared in the Showtime film “Master Harold …and the Boys” and received an Emmy nomination for the TNT production of David Mamet’s “A Life in the Theater,” in which he starred opposite Jack Lemmon.


Broderick resides in New York with his wife Sarah Jessica Parker and son, James Wilke Broderick.


JOHN GOODMAN (Layton T. Montgomery) remembers the day in 1975 when he left St. Louis for New York, armed only with a degree in fine arts from Southwest Missouri State University, $1,000 his brother had lent him and a dream of being a professional actor.  He didn't want to look back 15 years later and say, “I wonder if I could have ...” He made the rounds, worked at odd jobs and just tried to keep busy. He’s been quite busy ever since.


Today Goodman is one of the entertainment industry’s most respected actors. He earned a Golden Globe nomination in 1992 for his chilling performance in the Coen brothers’ heralded “Barton Fink” and this year was nominated for an Emmy Award as Outstanding Guest Actor in a Drama Series for his role as Judge Robert Bebe on the NBC series “Studio 60 On The Sunset Strip.”


Goodman's breakthrough motion picture performance was in “Raising Arizona,” also a Coen brothers film.  He has since teamed with them in “The Big Lebowski” and “O Brother, Where Art Thou?”


Goodman is currently filming “Speed Racer,” with Susan Sarandon, based on the classic 1960's Japanese animated series.  He was most recently seen starring opposite Steve Carell in Universal Pictures’ comedy “Evan Almighty,” the sequel to “Bruce Almighty.”  He recently completed production on the film “Death Sentence” for Twentieth Century Fox, opposite Kevin Bacon. 


Goodman has lent his voice to numerous animated films, including “Monsters, Inc.,” “The Emperor’s New Groove,” “Tales of the Rat Fink” and “The Jungle Book II.”  He also voiced one of the main characters in NBC’s animated series “Father of the Pride.”


Goodman was raised in St. Louis by his mother, his father having passed away when John was two-years-old.  As a tall, broad-shouldered teenager, he attended Afton High School, where he dedicated himself to football (his team won one game).  He intended to play football at Southwest Missouri State, but injured a knee and was forced to sit out a year.  He spent that year studying drama with fellow students Kathleen Turner and Tess Harper.  He never returned to football and graduated in 1975 with a BFA degree in theatre.


Goodman’s stage credits include many dinner theatre and children's theatre productions, as well as several off-Broadway plays.  His regional theatre credits include “Henry IV, Parts I and II,” “Antony and Cleopatra” and “As You Like It.”  He performed in a road production of “The Robber Bridegroom” and starred in two Broadway shows, “Loose Ends” in 1979 and “Big River” in 1985.


In 2002, Goodman starred on Broadway in the Public Theatre’s “Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui.”  In 2001, he starred in the Shakespeare in the Park production of “The Seagull.”


Goodman’s film credits include “Marilyn Hotchkiss’ Ballroom Dancing and Charm School,” “Beyond the Sea,” “Masked and Anonymous,” “Storytelling,” “O Brother, Where Art Thou?,” “Coyote Ugly,” “What Planet Are Your From?,” “One Night at McCool's,” “Bringing Out the Dead,” “Fallen,” “The Borrowers,” “Blues Brothers 2000,” “The Runner,”  “The Flintstones,” “Mother Night,” “Arachnophobia,” “Always,”  “Pie in the Sky,” “Born Yesterday,” “Matinee,” “The Babe,” “King Ralph,” “Punchline,” “Everybody's All-American,” “Sea of Love,” “Stella,” “Eddie Macon's Run,” “C.H.U.D.,” “Revenge of the Nerds,” “Maria's Lovers,” “Sweet Dreams,” “True Stories,” “The Big Easy,” “Burglar,” and “The Wrong Guys.”


Goodman made his small screen debut in the HBO production “Mystery of the Moro Castle.”  Since then, he has given many acclaimed television performances.  For eight seasons, he played Dan Conner in “Roseanne,” a role that earned him seven Emmy nominations and a Golden Globe.  He also received Emmy nominations for his starring role in TNT's “Kingfish: A Story of Huey P. Long,” and for his role as Mitch in the CBS production of Tennessee Williams’ “A Streetcar Named Desire.”  He also starred in the HBO film “The Jack Bull.”


Though he prefers to think of New York as a home base, Goodman, his wife, Annabeth, and their young daughter, Molly, reside in New Orleans.  He has sold his New York apartment, which he still refers to as a “hunting lodge.”  He says, “It's a place I visited once a year.  The bathtub is in the kitchen.  I've had this place since the mid ‘70s, and I really didn't want to give it up.”


Lauded by awards and critics alike, CHRIS ROCK (Mooseblood) is one of our generation’s strongest comedic voices.  The Brooklyn-raised comedian has garnered three Emmys, three Grammy Awards, including a win this past year, has seen his former eponymous talk show become one of HBO’s highest-rated and most talked-about programs, and is co-creator and narrator of the acclaimed hit television series “Everybody Hates Chris,” now on the newly-formed CW network.


Rock made his directorial debut with “Head of State,” which opened number one at the box office.  Rock starred as an unlikely Washington, D.C. alderman chosen to be a presidential nominee, while Bernie Mac portrayed Rock’s older brother who becomes his running mate.


In 2005, Rock starred in both “The Longest Yard” with Adam Sandler, a remake of the 1974 classic, as well as in the box office hit “Madagascar,” featuring the voices of Sacha Baron Cohen, Ben Stiller, Andy Richter, Jada Pinkett Smith and David Schwimmer.


This year, Rock reprised his role as director – as well as producer and star – with the romantic comedy he penned, “I Think I Love My Wife.”  The film centers around a married man (Rock) who finds his will and morals tested when he’s visited by the ex-mistress of an old friend.

Previously, Rock starred in the Jerry Bruckheimer-produced “Bad Company,” opposite Anthony Hopkins; the romantic comedy “Down to Earth,” co-directed by Paul and Chris Weitz and co-written by Rock; and the dark comedy “Nurse Betty,” directed by Neil LaBute, in which Rock co-starred with Morgan Freeman and Renée Zellweger. 

            Rock’s feature film debut was in “Beverly Hills Cop II” II with Eddie Murphy.  He went on to write, create, star and produce the rap comedy “CB4” in 1993, a satire of the world of hardcore rap, which opened #1 at the box office.  Other film credits include “Boomerang,” with Eddie Murphy; “Panther,” a drama spotlighting the lives of the ‘60s activist group, the Black Panthers, directed by Mario Van Peebles; “New Jack City” with Wesley Snipes (a film marking Rock’s dramatic debut as a desperate crack addict); and “I’m Gonna Get You Sucka!” with Keenen Ivory Wayans.  The summer of 1998 saw Chris Rock co-star in two $100-million-plus grossing films: “Letha Weapon $” and “Dr. Dolittle.”  Rock also starred in Kevin Smith’s “Dogma,” which also featured Ben Affleck, Salma Hayek and Matt Damon.

In September of 2005, “Everybody Hates Chris,” the Rock-inspired sitcom about a black kid in a mostly white school in 1980s Brooklyn, debuted on UPN.  Since then, it has been named one of Entertainment Weekly’s “top new series,” making it the most-watched comedy in UPN’s history.  Rock is the co-creator and narrator of the show.  In 2006, the show earned both a Golden Globe nomination for Best Television Series Musical or Comedy and a Writers Guild Awards nomination for Best New Series.  Rock previously served as an executive producer of the hit sitcom “The Hughleys,” which aired on the UPN network.

After gaining early success as a stand-up comedian, Rock joined the cast of NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” in 1989.   In 1993, Rock taped his first HBO special “Chris Rock: Big Ass Jokes,” which was honored with a CableAce Award.  Rock served as the sole 1996 presidential campaign correspondent for the acclaimed “Politically Incorrect,” then on Comedy Central, and received an Emmy nomination for a shared writing credit in the category of Outstanding Writing for a Variety or Music Program for the show.

Rock’s true emergence can be traced to his next HBO special, “Bring the Pain,” which was honored with two Emmy Awards for Best Writing and Outstanding Special in 1997.  “Bring the Pain” was released as a home video, as well as a Grammy Award-winning CD.

            Rock went on to host the acclaimed “Chris Rock Show,” which began airing on HBO in 1997.  Rock and his popular talk show were honored with several Emmy nominations for writing and host and received an Emmy Award for Best Writing in 1999.

His next HBO stand-up special, “Bigger & Blacker,” taped on the stage of Harlem’s fabled Apollo Theatre, earned three Emmy nominations for Rock, while the CD went on to win the Grammy Award for Best Spoken or Comedy Album.  Rock’s most recent HBO special, “Never Scared,” aired in April 2004 and was nominated for two Emmys, with its CD also earning the Grammy for Best Comedy Album. 

In 2003, Rock embarked on his North American stand-up tour, entitled the “Black Ambition Tour,” that ran in 64 cities with over 80 shows through March of 2004.  

Rock hosted the “77th Annual Academy Awards” in 2005, as well as the “MTV Video Music Awards” in 2003.   Rock’s debut book, Rock This, spent time on both The New York Times and Wall Street Journal best seller lists.

Rock will reprise his role as Marty the Zebra in the upcoming “Madagascar:  The Crate Escape.”

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS


SIMON J. SMITH (Director) came to PDI/DreamWorks in 1997 as head of layout for the company’s feature film division.  A CG animation veteran with nearly 20 years of experience, Simon supervised the layout department on PDI/DreamWorks’ first computer animated feature, “Antz,” before serving as cameraman on “Shrek” and director on the Universal Studios theater experience, “Shrek 4-D.”


Smith began his career in London, where he worked at SVC Television, the editing and effects house, Framestore, and the post-house VTR, where he established his own 3D department.  Immediately prior to joining PDI/DreamWorks, Smith served at The Mill in London as the lead CG supervisor on commercial projects for Nike, Honda, Volvo and VW Polo.  He was a pioneer in the field of pre-visualization, and used that skill set to create PDI’s layout department, which became an integral part of PDI’s filmmaking process.  Simon was also instrumental in helping to set up a CG layout department for Aardman Animations for the production of “Chicken Run.”


Known for his work on the award-winning pop video “Go West” for the Pet Shop Boys, Simon also received the first ever Gold Leaf Award for his 3D directorial work on the commercial West Lites.


STEVE HICKNER (Director), one of our most experienced animation filmmakers, made his directorial debut on DreamWorks’ epic animated feature “The Prince of Egypt,” and then went on to executive-produce “Joseph: King of Dreams,” its direct-to-video prequel.   He served as head of story for the Shrek 4D ride, and worked as a story artist on the television series “Father of the Pride” and the theatrical releases “Shark Tale” and “Over the Hedge.”


Prior to joining DreamWorks, he served as a producer on the animated features “We’re Back! A Dinosaur’s Story” and “Balto,” and as associate producer on “An American Tail: Fievel Goes West,” both from Steven Spielberg’s Amblin Entertainment.  Earlier in his career, he worked on such animated film favorites as “The Little Mermaid,” “The Black Cauldron” and “The Great Mouse Detective,” as well as “Who Framed Roger Rabbit?”
 

JERRY SEINFELD (Screenplay / Producer)  See bio in “About the Voice Talent” above.

After a long career in live-action filmmaking and feature film development, CHRISTINA STEINBERG (Producer) joined DreamWorks Animation in 2005 to produce the Jerry Seinfeld comedy, “Bee Movie.”

Prior to joining DreamWorks, she ran Junction Entertainment, a production company she formed with director Jon Turteltaub in 1998.  Together, they produced a wide range of feature films, such as the blockbuster Jerry Bruckheimer film, “National Treasure,” starring Nicolas Cage; the family-friendly Disney’s “The Kid,” starring Bruce Willis; and the Anthony Hopkins starrer “Instinct.”  Before teaming up with Turteltaub, Steinberg served as a senior vice president of production at Touchstone Pictures, where she worked with such key talent and filmmakers as Robert Redford and Michelle Pfeiffer on “Up Close and Personal”; director Penny Marshall on “The Preacher’s Wife”; and John Travolta on “Phenomenon.”  Steinberg graduated from Cornell University and started her career in publishing as an assistant editor at Harper’s Bazaar.
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