MIN DÎT

THE CHILDREN OF DIYARBAKIR
Short Synopsis:

One night, on an empty road near Diyarbakir, life of ten year old Gülistan and her brother Firat takes an abrupt change. Their Father, a political journalist, and their mother are being killed by state security forces in front of their very eyes. Having also lost all other relatives during the civil war, Gülistan and Firat are forced to survive on their own. 
Directors Note: 
During the civil war in the nineties the Kurdish provinces had been declared in a state of emergency and put under the control of the military. Amnesty International claims that over 18.000 politically active Kurdish and Turkish citizens were killed or have disappeared during that time. While countries like Argentina and Chile have faced their cruel past, Turkey still stands at a crossroads. “Min Dît” is a little attempt to bring light into our dark past.
Synopsis: 

On a night in May, on an empty road near Diyarbakir, life of ten year old Gülistan and her brother Firat takes an abrupt change. Their Father, a political journalist, and their mother are being killed in front of their very eyes. 

The only person left is their aunt Yekbun. But one day she also disappears. The children are left completely alone. Not being able to pay the rent and having nobody to take care of them, the two kids start living on the streets of Diyarbakir. 

Here they find Zelal who is also homeless and lives with her blind Grandfather in the ruins of an old church. Together with Zelal, Gülistan starts selling tissues. Firat instead makes friends with Cekdar who also lives on the streets and earns his money from stealing. One day Gülistan is asked by the young Dilara to help her. Dilara works as a prostitute and wants to avoid trouble by being accompanied by a little girl. One day Gülistan recognizes one of Dilaras clients. It is the murderer of her parents.
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Director’s Biography:
Miraz Bezar was born in 1971 in Ankara, Turkey. After the military coup in 1980 he immigrated with his family to Germany.  He studied cultural science at the Berlin Humboldt University and started acting in Off Theatre groups. He started studying directing at the German Film and Television Academy in Berlin (DFFB). His short films Berivan, Duri und Freiwild have been screened at festivals worldwide, such as Montreal, Oberhausen, Istanbul, Munich, Aix-en-Provence, Hamburg, Valladolid, Florence and Berlin. His short film “Berivan” was awarded as best short film in Nürnberg and his short film “Duri” was awarded at the prestigious IFSAK short film festival in Istanbul. Miraz Bezar currently lives in Berlin, Istanbul and Diyarbakir.

Filmography:
Short Films.

[image: image1.emf] 1994 Die Nadel / The needle.   16mm / colour / 3 min. short film.

[image: image2.emf] 1996 Berivan.       
                16mm / colour /12 min. short film.

[image: image3.emf] 1997 Tele Vérité.  
                 Beta-SP/ 15 min.  experimental.

[image: image4.emf] 1998 Duri / Fern / Far Away.    16mm/ colour /15 min. short film.

[image: image5.emf] 2001 Freiwild / Fair Game        35mm/ colour / 8 min. short film.

Festivals/Awards. 

[image: image6.emf] Int. Shortfilm Festival Oberhausen. 

[image: image7.emf] Max Öphüls Prize Saarbrücken.

[image: image8.emf] Selected for a "new european realism" tour at european film festivals, together with films of Mike Leigh, Wolfgang Becker etc.

[image: image9.emf] Festival tous courts d´Aix-en-Provence. 

[image: image10.emf] 1. Prize Int. Shortfilm Festival Nürnberg. 

[image: image11.emf] Filmfestival Valadolid.

[image: image12.emf] Filmfestival Florence.

[image: image13.emf] Int. Shortfilm Festival Ludwigsburg.

[image: image14.emf] Int. Shortfilm Festival Hamburg. 

[image: image15.emf] 1. Prize IFSAK Filmfestival Istanbul. 

[image: image16.emf] Int. Shortfilm Festival Nürnberg.
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[image: image18.emf] Int. World Film Festival Montreal.

[image: image19.emf] Int. Shortfilm Festival Sehsüchte Potsdam Babelsberg.

[image: image20.emf] Turkish Filmfestival Munich. 
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