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Working Title Films unveils impressive slate of new productions for Universal Pictures Group with directors Joel and Ethan Coen, Richard Curtis, Paul Greengrass, Ron Howard, Beeban Kidron, Kevin Macdonald, Nick Moore

and stars George Clooney, Frank Langella, Sienna Miller, Cillian Murphy, Brad Pitt, Julia Roberts, Emma Roberts, Paul Rudd, Michael Sheen.
 

MAY 20, CANNES: After recent box-office hits with Edgar Wright’s Hot Fuzz and Steve Bendelack’s blockbuster Mr Bean’s Holiday, Working Title Films announces a high-profile slate featuring six new films to shoot this year.  The six will be distributed by various divisions of Universal Pictures.

 

Working Title is delighted to be collaborating again with Joel and Ethan Coen on their next two films, having previously produced five films with the writing, directing and producing brothers (The Hudsucker Proxy, Fargo, The Big Lebowski, O Brother, Where Art Thou? and The Man Who Wasn't There).  Burn After Reading , a dark spy comedy, stars George Clooney, John Malkovich, Frances McDormand and Brad Pitt and will shoot late summer.   This will be followed by A Serious Man, which will go into production early next year.  The films are part of a two-picture deal with Focus Features and Working Title, with Bevan and Fellner serving as executive producers.
 

Brad Pitt will also star in State of Play, a feature film based on the BBC mini-series of the same name about a team of investigative reporters who work alongside a police detective to try and solve the murder of a congressman’s mistress.  An Andell Entertainment Production with Working Title Films, the film will be directed by Kevin Macdonald (The Last King of Scotland) from Matthew Carnahan’s screenplay for producers Andrew Hauptman, Tim Bevan and Eric Fellner.  It starts production in November in the US.
 

Other high-profile projects to shoot this year include Frost/Nixon, directed by Oscar®-winning director Ron Howard. Peter Morgan (The Queen, The Last King of Scotland) wrote the screenplay adaptation of his Tony-nominated play, which is currently enjoying critical acclaim on Broadway. Michael Sheen and Frank Langella will reprise their roles in the film, which tackles the question: How did David Frost (Sheen), a famous British talk-show host, elicit the apology that the rest of the world thought it would never hear from former President Richard Nixon (Langella)? Frost/Nixon will also star Sam Rockwell, Toby Jones and Matthew Macfadyen. The film is a collaboration between Working Title Films and Imagine Entertainment, with Academy Award® winner Brian Grazer and Howard joining Tim Bevan and Eric Fellner as producers. 
Later in the year, Paul Rudd (Forty Year Old Virgin, Knocked Up) will star in the comedy Foodfight, for director Steve Brill (Mr Deeds, Without A Paddle).   Rudd plays a New York celebrity chef whose career is in crisis, and is forced to join a competition to improve the city's school lunch programme.  His worst nightmare comes true when he's assigned a school in the Bronx and has to work with an eclectic group of kids to create the new menus.  But, through his interaction with the kids and by teaching them how to cook, he remembers that there's more to life than a perfectly plated dish and a 5-star rating.

 

Two films are preparing to shoot this year in the UK.  Nick Moore makes his feature film directing debut with Wild Child, starring Emma Roberts, who will play a rebellious American teenager sent to an English boarding school to mend her ways.  The screenplay is by Lucy Dahl, Kate Kondell and Daisy Donovan.  Moore has previously edited many of Working Title's films, credits including Nanny Mcphee, Notting Hill, Love Actually and About A Boy.   Filming will take place in July and August on location in the UK and US.
 

Beeban Kidron (Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason) will direct Hippie Hippie Shake in August.  Starring Cillian Murphy, Sienna Miller, Emma Booth and Max Minghella, the film will take the audience on a psychedelic journey through the late '60s in London, with Murphy playing Richard Neville, the editor of the famous satirical magazine Oz.  The screenplay is being adapted from Neville's book 'Hippie Hippie Shake: The Dreams, The Trips, The Love-Ins, The Screw-Ups: The Sixties'.  Tim Bevan, Eric Fellner and Nicky Kentish Barnes are the producers.
 

Three films are already in early preparation to shoot in 2008.  Paul Greengrass will film Imperial Life In The Emerald City, teaming again with producers Lloyd Levin, Tim Bevan and Eric Fellner, who all collaborated on the award-winning United 93.   Set during the early days of the Iraq War, the film is a disturbing yet riveting account of life in Baghdad's Green Zone, the headquarters for the American occupation of Iraq.  The screenplay by Brian Helgeland is adapted from ex-Washington Post journalist Rajiv Chandrasekaran's widely acclaimed and bestselling book of the same name. 

Richard Curtis will write and direct a new comedy entitled The Boat That Rocked.  Curtis has written many of Working Title's most successful films including Four Weddings and a Funeral (for which he received an Academy nomination); Bean: The Ultimate Disaster Movie; Notting Hill; Bridget Jones's Diary; Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason; and Love Actually which he also directed.  
 

Julia Roberts will star in a film about the life of Joan Root, a beautiful and fearless African wildlife conservationist who was murdered in her Kenyan home last year.  Inspired by a Vanity Fair article by Mark Seal entitled A Flowering Evil, Working Title will produce in association with Red Om.  The producers are Tim Bevan, Eric Fellner and Julia Roberts. The film will shoot on location in Africa in 2008.
 

Currently in post-production for release later this year are Atonement, director Joe Wright’s (Pride & Prejudice) feature adaptation of Ian McEwan’s novel starring James McAvoy and Keira Knightley; the historical epic Elizabeth: The Golden Age, directed by Shekhar Kapur, starring Cate Blanchett, Geoffrey Rush and Clive Owen; and the romantic comedy Definitely, Maybe, starring Ryan Reynolds, Rachel Weisz, Derek Luke, Elizabeth Banks and Abigail Breslin, and directed by Adam Brooks.
 

Notes to Editors:
 

Working Title Films has been co-chaired by Tim Bevan and Eric Fellner since 1992.  Between them, the pair has produced 85 feature films, which have amassed more than $4 billion worldwide.  The company’s commercial and critical hits include The Interpreter; About a Boy; Notting Hill; Elizabeth; Fargo; Dead Man Walking; Bean; High Fidelity; Johnny English; Billy Elliot; Four Weddings and a Funeral; Bridget Jones’s Diary; Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason; O Brother, Where Art Thou?; Love Actually; Shaun of the Dead; Pride & Prejudice; Nanny McPhee;  United 93; Mr Bean's Holiday and Hot Fuzz.   The company has recently stepped into theatre production with the hugely popular Billy Elliot The Musical.   
 

Universal Pictures is a division of Universal Studios (www.universalstudios.com).  Universal Studios is part of NBC Universal, one of the world’s leading media and entertainment companies in the development, production, and marketing of entertainment, news, and information to a global audience.  Formed in May 2004 through the combining of NBC and Vivendi Universal Entertainment, NBC Universal owns and operates a valuable portfolio of news and entertainment networks, a premier motion picture company, significant television production operations, a leading television stations group, and world-renowned theme parks. NBC Universal is 80%-owned by General Electric, with 20% controlled by Vivendi Universal.
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