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“HOT FUZZ”
GENERIC INTERVIEW:

SIMON PEGG AND NICK FROST
	Time-codes
	Dialogue



	10:44:33:03
	CHATTER


	10:44:36:17
	Interviewer

Boys I wonder if you could describe to me a little bit the tone of the film.  I’ve heard Mid Summer Murders meets Tony Scott, maybe a bit of Vicar of Dibley in Bad Boys II.  


	10:44:44:19
	Simon Pegg

It’s kind of, it’s moiré like imagine a sort of you know the gentle rolling hills of the British countryside, er, being invaded by, erm, er, Mel Gibson, Danny Glover, Keanu Reeves, Will Smith, you know it’s, it’s, it’s taking the very American, er, tradition of the erm, of the action cop genre and, er, crashing it into Somerset. Agreed.


	10:45:07:20
	Nick Frost

Yeah, what he said.  I was thinking about Dawn French and Will Smith. 


	10:45:13:10
	Interviewer

is it at all hard to balance the, er, the sort of funny action comedy side of things with perhaps it becoming too much of a spoof which is something I know you didn’t want to do?


	10:45:23:18
	Simon Pegg

I think well it’s kind of you don’t have to do that much to, you know, you have to be quite delicate with this.  Like, we had to write it with, with our hands in those gloves in a box you know because its, its, I don’t know why I said that.  It seemed right at the time.  Er, because if you push it too far it does become spoof but, the, the, grand clichés of action films are actually quite absurd 

	10:45:41:10
	and the minute you put a magnifying glass over them you realise how funny they are so a lot of the times you know we just used very straight conventions from action movies but the fact that it was happening in Somerset made it funny. 


	10:45:54:09
	Interviewer

And the action clichés themselves were there any in particular that at the outset you’re like we’ve gotta have, jumping over  fences, we’ve gotta have…


	10:46:02:02
	Nick Frost

Car chase…


	10:46:02:22
	Simon Pegg

Gun fights. 


	10:46:03:23
	Nick Frost

Gun fights.  What’s the other one?  The, er, feedback…


	10:46:07:15
	Simon Pegg

Oh, the classic example of, of, of how, er, wide the spectrum of clichés we used is that we really wanted to do that thing where if someone speaks into a microphone at a public event it feeds back, you know, even that, we had a book called the Big Book of Clichés and we found a lot of ones and, and, and, and, purposely used them erm but yeah the classic action cliché is running

	10:46:32:03
	away from something that’s about to blow up, er, getting blown up, erm, firing a gun, er in slow motion you know all that stuff it was, it was a joy to tick them off. 


	10:46:42:10
	Interviewer

Or where there specific films at the outset you wanted to reference, Point Break gets a lot of mentions in there and there’s obviously references to China Town…


	10:46:49:09
	Nick Frost

Bad Boys II.


	10:46:50:17
	Interviewer

Yeah, there’s, there’s a reference to, er, there’s a lot of little references like, erm, you know a lot of the names of the places in Sandford like Callahan Park and Elroy Farm over at, a, ,a, ,a little nods to stuff.  But generally it’s not as reference heavy as, Spaced or Shaun really its more of a it’s a broader reference you know and Bad Boys II and Point Break are the only two films

	10:47:12:19
	that are, are quite you know specifically referenced in the film.


	10:47:17:17
	Interviewer

And of course in Spaced and in Shaun you play a bit of a pratt faller.


	10:47:20:23
	Simon Pegg

Mmm.


	10:47:22:20
	Interviewer

And here you’re playing a much straighter guy, was that a difficult transition for you?


	10:47:26:10
	Simon Pegg

I just didn’t wanna play you know I think the different there’s a similarity between Shaun and Tim in Space and that they’re both fairly kind of like laid back kind of wasters and I wanted to play someone who was absolute machine you know and, er, and, and, play it as straight as possible you know leave a lot of the more rambunctious comedy to, to, to Professor Frost here.  Erm, so yeah it was a, it was a, it was a definite decision and, and it was hard.


	10:47:52:00
	Interviewer

Did you have any qualms about playing the bumpkin to the very serious…?


	10:47:55:07
	Nick Frost

No not at all I mean I think the, the structure of, of, er, er, er, certain films is that the main character is not always the funniest you know when it comes to comedy and, and, you have to populate, er, you know who is, who, the people who are around that main character a, a, as they’re the funny ones or the nut cases of the you know.  So it’s, it’s, er, it’s always a pleasure to come and 

	10:48:16:13
	work with you’re two best mates and, and, pratt around for sixteen hours. 


	10:48:24:06
	Simon Pegg

For three months.


	10:48:23:16
	Interviewer
Well the secret to any good buddy comedy is the chemistry between the two main guys.  Is it fair to say there’s love current  between the two?


	10:48:30:16
	Simon Pegg

A love current?


	10:48:31:17
	Interviewer

Platonic


	10:48:34:01
	Nick Frost

We often swim


	10:48:34:15
	Simon Pegg

We… my love going do we?


	10:48:38:15
	Simon Pegg

I decide yours as a love plum it’s a bigger fruit.  Sorry.  Erm, yeah, we’re best friends and I, and also there’s there was a you know there’s an element in those movies those buddy cop movies where there, there is a romance going on between the two guys as much as they try not to admit it you know there’s, there’s a kind of unspoken love even though it never, it never manifests 

	10:48:58:04
	itself as being sexual you know there’s still it’s still a romance you know. 


	10:49:02:11
	Nick Frost

Yet.


	10:49:02:24
	Simon Pegg

Yet.  And that’s what we wanted to, er, get across between Danny and Angel is that there is a it’s a love story you know. 


	10:49:09:05
	Interviewer

Obviously you wrote part of the dialogue well for yourself and for Nick.  Do you ad lib as well when you were shooting or were you very tight to, tight to script.  


	10:49:17:19
	Nick Frost

it’s very tight for you isn’t it?


	10:49:18:22
	Nick Frost

Its very tight yeah we have a period of rehearsal before we start shooting where, er, we can bring new stuff you know if any of the actors feel they, they, a line they wanna change or perhaps something they wanna offer then we’ll consider it and then say no it’s our film mind you’re own business you…


	10:49:30:16
	Nick Frost

Get lost.


	10:49:33:03
	Simon Pegg

Erm but when we’re on set it’s a you know it has the beats have to be hit and references or whatever or set ups rather have to be made specifically to pay off later on so it gets a little bit more precise.


	10:49:45:02
	Interviewer

It’s obviously quite a bit jump to go from Spaced to Shaun.


	10:49:47:07
	Interviewer

Mmm.


	10:49:48:24
	Interviewer

Was it perhaps even a bigger leap going from Shaun to a big, even bigger budget action movie like Hot Fuzz?


	10:49:54:11
	Nick Frost

I mean I think you have to as Edgar says you, you, know you always have to keep, keep wanting to make a better product you know a better film or a better TV show otherwise you don’t really have much, you shouldn’t be in, in the business if you’re gonna make a film like Shaun of the Dead and sit back and say well aren’t we the best cos you’re next film will get hammered.  And 

	10:50:11:20
	so you know you always have to be er looking to make a better film.


	10:50:17:00
	Simon Pegg

it never gets easier because every time you get offered more…


	10:50:20:01
	Nick Frost

And it shouldn’t…


	10:50:20:09
	Simon Pegg

No.


	10:50:20:01
	Nick Frost

it shouldn’t get easier.


	10:50:22:15
	Simon Pegg

You still, you, you, write a script which will push those resources to the very, very limit so every time you’re working against a lot of restrictions but I think, I, Nick said when we started making Shaun it was like going from er, er, 


	10:50:34:20
	Nick Frost

Junior school to University


	10:50:35:14
	Simon Pegg

Yeah, like Spaced was junior school, er, Shaun of the Devil was University.  This has been like going from university to being in full time employment for thirty years.  


	10:50:44:20
	Nick Frost

Or, or, megaversity. 


	10:50:45:20
	Simon Pegg

Megaversity I’d love to go there although you’re brain gets big. 


	10:50:49:09
	Interviewer

Or Multi, or multiversity.


	10:50:49:22
	Nick Frost

Multiversity 


	10:50:51:09
	Simon Pegg

Multiversity.  Cool.


	10:50:52:12
	Interviewer

Gents. Nice to see you.


	10:50:53:20
	Interviewer

Thank you very much.


	10:50:53:15
	CUT



