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"SHREK THE THIRD"
INTERVIEW WITH CHRIS MILLER
	Dialogue

	Interviewer

Shrek is now firmly established as a cinema phenomenon, what’s the secret of the success that’s giving it such global appeal?



	Chris Miller

Um, I think er, I think there’s a lot of appeal with the characters, you know, we have a great cast of characters, huge actually, it’s… feels like hundreds of characters.  A lot of familiar faces from the first two films, and you know, they all have their moments to shine and, um, but er at its core I think the main character Shrek is, is, is some, a character that every.. that appeals to everyone, you know.  He’s just sort of the underdog, the outsider that I think all of us can relate to.


	Interviewer

Nowadays the idea of turning a fairytale on its head seems an obvious comedy idea, why had no-one thought of it before the first Shrek movie?


	Chris Miller

I have no idea.  I don’t… I, that’s a, really it’s a very good question, you know. Um, and it just seems like it came along at the right time, I mean and, and you know as film makers it, it seemed like the right time and something we wanted to explore, and er and something we could all relate to, and we all brought something to it, you know, and… growing up and watching old Disney films or, you know, being familiar with Old Grimm’s Fairytales and, you know, just having a chance to put our spin on it.


	Interviewer

You’ve been involved in some form or another in all three of the movies, you’re now the man at the sharp end, the Director, were you at all trepidatious, nervous, um… anxious about taking on such a, an iconic film?


	Chris Miller

I mean a little bit at first, you know, but um… but er… very fortunate enough to have a support group that is so strong, I mean all the way down the line from our Producer Ian Warner to er a fantastic story team that’s also been around on the first two films, and just solid writers, er great animators, I mean, and a beautiful production design and… I mean it’s, it, it’s a bit of like a machine, I mean it kinda runs itself so knowing that that was around and er I had that to lean on it, it made the job, um… pretty easy actually.


	Interviewer

Er, I think you’re being overly modest, how demanding is this job?  How many hours a day do you find yourself working on a Shrek film?


	Chris Miller

Well I, you know, to some degree every single day there is something that’s been going on the last three and a half years, and even, you know, when you’re, when you’re not working on a Shrek film they, the characters tend not to leave your head, so they come and visit you, and you have conversations with them!  You know.  My wife is asking me who I’m talking to in the next room, and I quickly have to cover!  But er… yeah, it’s a lot of work, a lot of, lot of dedication.


	CHATTER


	Interviewer

You are a one-man Shrek movie because it’s one of the secret facts of filmdom that you can do the voices of all the characters, how is this?


	Chris Miller

I mean I can do the voices of all the characters dot, dot, dot poorly!  Ah, I mean, and it’s just of necessity, um, you know, especially when working, working with the actors in the studio, I try to, you know, I do my best to play the other characters, give them something to play off of, and er usually I’m just greeted with, with laughter, it’s like “is that the way, how you do that voice?”  But er, then they adjust and er, and help cover for me.


	Interviewer

But you are credited with er at least one role in this film aren’t you?


	Chris Miller

Erm I believe I play Mascot Kid Number Two which er really, really is a quite a, a scene stealer, um, I think I’m a guard at one point.  Er, play stromboli in the, in the villain bar and, you know… little odds and ends here and there.  


	Interviewer

So you’re a frustrated actor really aren’t you Chris?


	Chris Miller

No I, I, I, it’s ridiculous actually that I’ve got any part, any role, it’s a, it’s hilarious to me!  Um… you know, I was, I was, in the past I always felt like “oh they forgot to re-do my voice”, you know, I’d just come in and do some temp, temp voice for the Magic Mirror in the first film, and… you know, a few other characters here and there, and then somehow they’d stay, I’ve no idea.


	Interviewer

It seems today to be inspirational to have cast Justin Timberlake as King Arthur, and yet he was probably part of this film before he exploded into becoming a, a rock and roll super star?


	Chris Miller

Yeah.


	Interviewer

Which was probably three or four years ago.


	Chris Miller

Yeah, yeah, yeah.  When we, when we first cast him, which was… I mean all it took was um… um… seeing Justin on er, on, on Saturday Night Live, you know, and I have to give credit to, to Jeffrey Katzenberg for, you know, for er, for pushing Justin, you know, and he had this video tape too.  ‘Cos at first we were like “really?  Justin?  He’s, he’s, you know… he’s acting?” and, and Jeffrey would pull out this video tape, it was a VHS, and said “check this out”, you know, and we’re like “what’s on this tape?” and, and we popped it in and it was his er, his first er appearance of hosting Saturday Night Live and, you know, instantly we, we understood “oh this guy’s perfect”, you know.  Great, great comedian, perfect timing and um, yeah, yeah we knew we had er, we had found Arthur.


	Interviewer

Is one of the great perks of um being Director that you get to dip into your musical preferences for the songs that you feature in Shrek?


	Chris Miller

Right.  Yeah, yeah, I mean at the time, you know, music is, it plays a, a huge role in these films and, and it’s something we, we spend a lot of time looking for the right, the right song for the right moment, and er, you know, a few times erm… er maybe a song comes before the scene is even made, I mean it’s a real mixed bag, you know.  We’ve, you know, we’ve got Immigrant Song from Led Zeppelin which, you know, in some ways we’ve kinda built a scene around, we, we loved it as a battle cry and it seemed to fit, you know, so well with the Snow White and the woodland creatures attacking er the Kingdom.  Um… and also erm… Paul McCartney’s Live and Let Die is another, you know, really… a piece of music that was even brought to us by a storyboard artist who was just using it to assist a pitch that he was doing, and it played so well that er we couldn’t take it out of the film.  And then there are other things that you still, you know, you have to shift through mountains of, of er CDs to really just find something that matches the moment, and services the story, and er just sounds right.


	Interviewer

How hard is it to get that balance that’s been a thread throughout these films, of creating a story that appeals to the very young cinema goer and to old people?


	Chris Miller

Um… when we, when we fit out, we er, our main goal is “let’s, let’s just make a film that we would wanna go to the theatre and have that experience watching”, you know.  Something that would entertain us, make us laugh, and er, and I think um collectively we are just er childish enough and er, that er, that the ideas, they cross over to a younger audience as well, and er, but it’s not a conscious, you know, conscious effort on our part otherwise to, you know, “let’s do some adult gags and here’s something for the kids”, it just… you know, if it makes us laugh, um… we tend to keep it in.


	Interviewer

Yeah.  Apart from Arthur there are some other fascinating new characters in Shrek the Third.  For instance you’ve got er Eric Idle and Monty Python playing Merlin and you’ve got three girls from Saturday Night Live as the Princesses, tell me about er the important roles they all play in the movie.


	Chris Miller

Well the Princesses are played by er Amy Poehler who played Snow White and er Maya Rudolph plays Rapunzel who is a bit of a turn-coat in the film, er Amy is definitely the leader of the Princesses I think, and the most outspoken with the strongest sense of entitlement.  Er, Cheri Oteri plays the narcoleptic um, er Sleeping Beauty, that’s her talent, her skill, and er Amy Sedaris um plays Cinderella, who’s um obsessive, compulsive, neat freak, bit of a Southern Beauty Queen.  


	Interviewer

And Merlin?


	Chris Miller

Merlin is played by er Eric Idle who er, you know, it’s just a real honour to have him, um be part of this picture and er… and he plays a Merlin who’s um, I think he’s sort of fallen on hard times a bit, you know, he used to be a teacher at a school, had a bit of a nervous breakdown, so he’s sort of checked out of life, moved to the woods to, you know, find himself.


	Interviewer

Lastly what would you hope that people were thinking as they leave the theatre having seen Shrek the Third?


	Chris Miller

I, I’m, I’m hoping that people, um, think that they had a great movie going experience, you know, to… it’s a film we really designed for everyone to go, go to the theatre and see, and er, you know, and, and, and, and I’m, and, and really around, a very rounded way a really complete experience.


	Interviewer

Chris, thanks a million.


	Chris Miller

Thank you.


	Interviewer

I’m sure we’ll see you in London.


	CUT



