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Hegrew Upina cul‘t faked a breakdown an
live TV and is now tackling Scientology in
this yvear's most controversial film
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few months ago, Holhramod actor

Jomquin  Phospix feared that he'd

Inadversandy hic the sell-deswruer

baron and detonated his career. The

a7-year-old actor had followed hoge

suceess with Oscar-nominated roles
in Gladiater and == Johnmy Cash in Wilk The Line with
a bizarre dooumentary called m S6i] Here.

In ir, be appeared overweight, shockingly unbempr
and apparently on the vesge of a mental breabdown,
cladming he'd ditched his acting carser to reimsent kim-
=elffas 8 rap artist. Before it came our, Phoenix went on
US chat shiny Lettermarn appearing deluded and lneo-
ber=ot It wascancrash TR

[t seemed @ sadly predictable end for an actor who'd
comi 1o the world's amention when his brother River
Fhoenly died of an overdoss gutside La club the Viper
Boorm in 1993, Tebevision and radis news had reparted
the tragedy wsing a recording of 18-year-ald Joaquin's
desperate call for help to the emergency services,

The roles he played in subsequent years — a disturbed
high-achoo] murderer in To Die For, an l-fsted porn
::hr.v:p r-:r.ph_n.-r in &mm - were dark and difficaol to like
Even his breakthrough in Gladiaor as Emperor
Commindus saw him pale, pasty sed embrackng Russell

Crevwe beforestabbing him in the ribs. Few scioes” nares
are simultaneousdy associated with both darkness and
brilliznc=. A brief stint in rehab for alechalism in 2008
furzher fuelled the impression that in Hollrwoad, he
was one of the most likely 1 po off the reils. Batin fact
Tt Sl Flere was nnching but & joke. Soct of

[ wanted to be releated from any pressors, any
expectations, Phoenoc says of the project he dreamed
up with best friend and brother-in-law Casey Affleck

uin Phe

(rother of Bento direct. “1 had besn acting since Iwas
akid When pmplt ARE COMmE ngup and offering you cof-
fees 2nd holding umbrellas fFor youw and snoff s exsy o
base your humandty: T wanted 10 shake thingsup, 1o ry
something that tarned me upside down snd made me
scared again. 1 waneed o be crushed, w crosh what-
ever amyone thought abowt me and make it as bad as
possibls, to experience filure. Tocl failurs!

As usual his performance was compelling. So much
50 that even since revesling I'm S0 Here was a fake
‘mockumentary® in 2010, he wes na |n:":|3r'.- heing
offered A-list soripta. Phoends hank acoonnt was rum-
nkng dangerously low,

*Thar= was definitely a period after I'm S&l Here
whean thers was a discernable difference in the qual—
ity of movies 1 wss being affered; he SHVE. Thers was
a moment in which, frankly, I was placed ina very dsn-
gerous place with my mortgape 1 didd’t koow what
b i [ wedd nacvous because T didne know adt was
#oing to happen, My accounsant wes very nervous,

Twice Oscar-nominated Phoenix was now being
offered livde. bemer than commercisls which he
twrned dovam, and a second-rate movie which he nearky
accepted ust o pay the bills, Ttwas pore luck thas | seid
1, Ther Master came along about four months lager.

it pir Noveoihes 18, The Master £ alresdy miich
talked shout partly for i3 liloely sacoess in next year's
Oscars: director Peul Thomas Anderson’s bast film,
There Will Be Bload, won tovo in 2008 and this s thought
to be as good i nat better.

But the gther reason is the Church of Scienmlogy,
the secretive religion that counts Tom Cruise, Jobo
Travohta snd many Holbrwood pewerbrokers among ics
metnbers, In the film, Phoenix plays & tortured WnTD
vereran seduced by a charismarde religioss leader
{Philip Seymour Hoffman) -who sobmits him to a pers
somality test highly redolent of the scresning process
carried out In Sclentology, A one poln in the flm, tha
som of *The Master” says of his fathen Wou know he's
making this up as he goes along?

Lf the Master is 1o be takem a5 4 con man, is this a dig
at Seienmology founder L Hon Hublurd? He B often
quoted a5 boving @id, when he aas a selence Geton
author, thee the best way =0 make 2 million doliars
would be fo found a religion. One would expect the
aggressively litigions Church of Sciemtology o have
something to say about the Rlm Indeed, producer
Harvey Weinstein says he wis pressursd pot to make
the film: then oree it was un:d.grwnj_-’.wmak:d:m,gu
oo it which he resisted, In other words, it's not exactly
rhe unconrroversial vehicle you mighe have picked for
an actor iryingto get his career back on rack.

I'm dus to mest Phoenix after The Mosters world
premiere in Vemice. At & conference before the »
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* screaning T watch him fideet, clearlyuncomfortable,
barely speaking, I'm wondering what to expact from
the mman who says he desests baring his soul in inter
views, When we mest, thaogh, he's st ease He comes
over tosay hello, and politely asks if Taill wadt while he
popsomio the hotel's terrzce for & cigarece

Fhoenix i bemused by the furore the film's subject
mater |3 casing, he relis me. He savs he has no issue
wish Sciensologists, Aferall, he was ralsed in an equally
idbosymeratic proup. His parents were working as mis-
sionaries for the Children
0Of God Puerto Rico when he
was born. The Children Of
God was & *spiriual’ group
founded by hippies In the
late Sixtles; barer, ic was hitby
albzgtions of young members
suffering seomal abuse.

My parents left  the
Children Of God in the
Ssventies, before the group
started 1o derail’ he says But
my parents, like a ot of
people, were searching for
something and that's g beas-
tiful, admirable, noble pursudt.
in lfe They thought they
were going to be part of a
group that shared the same
ideals. Yet if one person gains
power and becomes cor-
rupted then it morphs fsto
something that is completely
different. Its very sad for the people who really do
believe. Feople should be entiti=d to believe whatewer
they want a¢ lorg ac it's not afiecting or hurting people
who don't shars their beliefs.

*I'we wrorleed with Scientologists and they are Jovely
people. T don't know why aryone makes fun of their
philosophy. They beliswe they are created from atiens,
That dossn't sound much weirder o me than the vir-
gin histh, It all soundé equally fanrasrieal. Bur from myr
experience, 1 don'tses anything wrongwith it.

“pars g0 1 sumbled on one of thelr stalls o the
street and filled owt & questonnaine: They told me T wes
slresdy something called a Ninth Level. And I was liks,
"Tmalready there!” I didn'tgive them sny information
1 don'tthink the person recopizad me!

Outside of the Children OF God, if Pheenis was ever
Foing to find somevhens he belonged, it aould inevi-
tably be in front of a camers. All of the five Phoenix
giblings - Liberty, 3ummer, Rain, River and Joaquin
- zcted when they were children. For Joaguin, it was
intease: When T wasa kid 1was in a TV showr with my
brother River called Seven Brades For Seven Brothers, he
says. Tn one sesie, thess twn men get into a fight. Twas

Faith nomore

Director Pail Thofes Anderson has piayed
devem cormparisons batweat The Mastars
ﬁrﬁnﬂkﬂdﬂ'hﬁuﬁ:uﬁﬂem
But the rest of

u'h:pn-cﬂbi
it could h:muailﬁmmmﬂm
in Halywosd. Ten
m:amﬂn:ﬂhhﬂtisﬂeﬂm would have Jound oul
mwmmmmﬁm
They can't make threats or ewer any real pawer, We

‘Scientology's
béz@g@don‘g‘y

eighs years old and I mew in sdvance chat this was
T and none of it was real, but when the two men
started rolling sround on the ground Hghting the
fecling of adrenalice and everwhelming emotion
that pumped through my body was so exciting. 1
wng like, *T want to do that agsin.”

"That st me off on this course of wanting 1o have 2
physicalexperience, of wantingtofeel itthrough my body.
With scting there are tirnes when 1 &m licerally shaking
from the adrengline and they have had to put blanksss
underneath my shoes because my lege are shaking so
el the sound is getting picked up. The adrenaline i
coursing through vew Maybe it my personality: kn pri-
vate, T live = Vary quist lifie. Tve n=ver bunges-jumped.
Tve never sky-dived ot of a plane. But in mywork 1 like
that intensity, My exirems sportis acting'

But the intensity of thess expariences has a dowmside
which, when Phosnix describes them, are reminiscent
of an addict’s withdrmwal syrmplome. Tget o apoeintona
moviewhere I inalk at the clethes and I just want toburn
themn! he says. So is thet why he did I'rm Sl Heve? The
filin camme abaous when Phoenix's fame was st an all-tims
high after winning a Golden Globe for Walk The Line.

Will The Master break Scie
hold over the stars 2

 [the church] have done that in the past.

3 Mhﬂhmﬂmm&ﬁwﬂ
parodied 2 religion like Scentology.”

- Infact, Anderson privately shewed

'~ the film to Cruise, who had warked wigth

Bndarson onanearlier film, Magnoda.

'l third Pawl falt, ouk of respect for himas
afriend, hewanted o show Tom tha filn,
‘says prochcer Jo Anne Sellar. | know that

they are stil Friends.”

But, adds Rathibun: Ten ysers a8 B wauld have been
differant. This movie upﬂﬂhmumw
the big bad wolf”

‘Every time we finish a movie, Casey [Affleck] and
1 call sach other and complain, saying, "Oh, we don't
want to act any mare” But whar else sre we going o
do? 1 was watching a lot of Calébrity Rehab on TV a the
timeapd I had an idea "

Affleck agreed to film him. He had to stay ‘in char-
acter’, at beast in public, for months. Ward went round
Phoenix was quitting the industryand trying o make i
a3 & rapper. Specularion increased thar he wasn't well.
By the time Phoenkx went an Letrerman. with: greasy
halr and = beard of Biblical proportions, mumbling st
his bewildered hast - whowasn'r inon the ruse - itwas
100 lare to turn back. Te was, be says, purclmprovisation,
and anintense experisnce,

Thast before I went out, Crsey mstrocted me, “You are
destromed, vou have nothing inside you, you fesl empty,
worthless"” 50 I changed the performance from being
something really big into going out there and being
numb and quies. Tt wms terrifying. Afterwards, [remem-
ber we experienced elation atwhatwe had done: that it
was going to be talled abest. Buk of courss, T alas expe-
rienced real fear, ke, “Oh my God, what have 1 dones™

Dﬁmmmmhma—:twmmﬁ
before Phosnix would work sgain on The Master - he
doesn't regretit. His aim, he s, was to vhange things'
and it worlked perfectiy.

“es, 100 per cent. 1 felt complerely open o all pos-
sibilities. They teach pou when yoeu are a kid toThie your
marks fnd vour Hght and kmove your lines. That's fine,
bust what that's really saying i= “Remove all spontane-
ity, all life from your performance” T achieved what I
weanted with ' Seill Hare”

At the Venice Film Festival, Phoenix and Philip
Sevmour Hoffeman joindy won the Best Actor svard for
The Master. Despite his bess efforts at self-immolation,
Toaquin Phoesix i hack. Until he jacks iz all in again @
“The Master' is neieased on Novenber 16
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