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TRANSFORMERS™ Auto bios

Four new movie stars ‑ “BUMBLEBEE™,” “AUTOBOT JAZZ®,” “AUTOBOT RATCHET®” and “IRONHIDE®” ‑ from DreamWorks Pictures and Paramount Pictures’ July 4th action-adventure release “TRANSFORMERS were introduced recently by General Motors Corp.  

BUMBLEBEE™ is the new Chevrolet Camaro®, a central character in the saga of aliens who take on mechanical shape on Earth.  AUTOBOT JAZZ® is a Pontiac Solstice® in a hardtop format.  AUTOBOT RATCHET® is a Hummer® H2®, modified as a rescue vehicle.  And IRONHIDE® is a GMC TopKick® medium-duty truck. 


Buzz about the roles that these vehicles play in the movie has been spreading ever since a quick glimpse of the new Camaro® was spotted in one of the early “TRANSFORMERS” movie trailers, which also contained fleeting images of the Solstice,® H2® and TopKick®. 

Director Michael Bay knows his cars.  "The first time I saw the 2008 Camaro®, while touring the GM SkunkWorks, I knew immediately that it would be the perfect Bumblebee™,” says Bay.  “It's got beautiful lines and a classic, timeless look.  There were no other cars that came even close.  I have had a great working relationship with GM for many years and am excited to be working with them on ‘TRANSFORMERS.’"

Shia LaBeouf, who plays young Sam Witwicky, the Autobots®’ human in the film, agrees that the film’s car images needed updating from the types of vehicles shown in the ’80s-era animated movie.  Bumblebee™ had originally been a Volkswagen,” he says, “you know, like ‘Herbie the Love Bug,’ which is as far from this film as you can possibly get.”  
