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Transformers star Josh Duhamel also stars in the TV drama Las Vegas as a former soldier- turned-security analyst for a casino. Ironically it was this role that led to Steven Spielberg suggesting he audition for the role of Captain William Lennox, a soldier in Iraq who is part of a unit attacked by the transformers when they arrive on earth in search of an artifact that will save their alien race. The 36-year-old actor who dates Grammy-winning Black Eyed Peas singer Stacy ‘Fergie’ Ferguson is also known for a three-year stint on the daytime soap All My Children and the film Win a Date with Tad Hamilton, with Kate Bosworth.

Was it funny to you that both Danny in Las Vegas and your character in Transformers go to Iraq?

Yes, I thought about that when I heard about this role but after I’d auditioned with Michael Bay and got the part, I found out that Spielberg had pushed for me for it. For whatever reason he’s always been in my corner, with his company Dreamworks producing both the Tad Hamilton movie and Las Vegas, so I called him to thank him and he told me that when he first read the Transformers script and the part of William Lennox, he immediately thought of me because he remembered episode one of season two when Danny had just come back from Iraq and he wanted me to bring some of that darkness to this role. So ironically it was because of the TV show that I’m playing a military guy in the movie!

What can you tell us about your character, Captain William Lennox?

The story picks up on us in Iraq coming back from a mission and we’re all excited about going home and my situation is that I’ve got a new baby daughter I haven’t seen yet so I’m dying to get home just to meet her. When we get back to our camp, a helicopter is trying to land and it won’t identify itself but then it turns into this massive transformer and it’s the first transformation in the movie, so it’s pretty amazing. It incinerates our camp and we are lucky to get out alive. Ultimately the Pentagon helps us get back to the U.S. to fight these things 

How much action do you have in the film?

The movie is separated into separate stories that come together in the end and ours seems to be the one that has the most action. When I got the part, Michael Bay said, ‘be ready because I put my guys through a lot’ so he warned me to be in shape and be ready to work and he was right! It was a lot of running through the desert with all this equipment and guns. You don’t realize what a fake you are until you are running through the desert with 40 pounds of gear on! We went to boot camp at Fort Irwin near Bakersfield, California, and it was an intensive preparation like the soldiers go through who are about to go to Iraq. We really got an inside look at how real it all is and in some ways it was a lot more reality than I was ready for.

Were you familiar with Transformers?

I knew a lot about them. I played with them quite a bit when I was younger. I had a lot of the toys and was about ten or eleven at the time they came out so it was something I really loved and I remember the cartoons really well. Nobody had to explain to me who the Autobots and Decepticons were!

Did it feel like a childhood fantasy come true then?

The first time I heard they were doing it I didn’t know what to think about it because I only knew about the toys and cartoons and then when I met with Michael, he showed me some of the animatics - the computerized animations they had done to show us what they’d look like in the movie - and then I immediately understood what they were trying to do. It’s a fine balance between keeping it congruent with what the original was and still elevating it and making it more contemporary, which I feel like they’ve really done well.

How was it working with Michael Bay?

What was impressive about Michael Bay was the amount of preparation and attention to detail and the amount of thought that goes into every shot. He knew exactly what he wanted and he knew what everybody’s job was on the set and what they needed to have and what lens he wanted for what and how he’d imagined these things flying out of the sky. The guy is pretty brilliant and whether those are your kind of movies or not, you have to appreciate somebody’s ability to visualize something that big from a piece of paper.

What was the biggest challenge for you?

The biggest challenge was trying to find the reality in the situation. It’s easy to play a tough guy who is in the military who is captain of a special ops team and the easy way would be to make him tough. But the reality of the situation is that these crazy, giant robots are attacking your planet and you’re not human if you’re not a little bit scared! So the challenge was to have him stay in charge and play that aspect of him but show him still fighting off the human fears that go with that situation. It wasn’t exactly a character piece for me as it was just trying to make it all believable.


Does this movie feel like something that will change your career?

I’m not going to count on that. Right now I’m working on my TV show and every day I’m there that is what I am focused on. I’ve done my work on Transformers and now the rest of it is going in and trying to promote it. So I’m not going to worry about what happens after this. If it leads to bigger and better things, that’s great, but I’ll continue doing what I’ve been doing.

Does it feel overwhelming being in a summer blockbuster?

I try to reserve judgment or excitement because I’ve been burned a couple of times with people thinking something I was doing was going to be bigger than it turned out. But this movie does span generations and I know guys my age who remembered transformers and now have kids who will want to see it, so I think that there is a real interest in it. I’m prepared for it if it happens and if it doesn’t, I’m prepared for that too. To me the only thing I can concentrate on is what I’m doing right now and everything else will take care of itself.

How does it feel being back on your Las Vegas series without James Caan this season?

I miss him a lot. I learned a lot from the guy and now that he’s gone I’m really trying to use a lot of the things I watched him do. There were so many things about his approach to acting and life, and he told me himself that there was a lot I could learn from him both good and bad! The way he broke down a script, the way he found the reality in every script, you can’t help but to learn from him. 

Is Tom Selleck settling in as the new casino boss?

He seems to be. He’s been a nice addition so far and he’s different to Jimmy in a lot of ways but equally commanding. He is probably not going to beat up as many people and will handle things a little different though, because Tom’s approach is very different to Jimmy!

What did you learn making a blockbuster?

I learned how a production of this size runs and the amount of work that goes into every little part of it, from scheduling air force bases to costumes. It was so much bigger than anything I’ve ever been involved in that sometimes I’d sit back and watch and marvel at the people in charge and how they were able to delegate to everyone around them. I want to be part of this again and some day I’d like to be involved in a bigger capacity, so I just observed how they all handled people and situations. 

Is there any room on your schedule for a wedding?

I don’t know about that but we’re not engaged if that’s what you are asking!

How supportive was Fergie when you were working on such a big movie?

If anybody can understand a commitment and time away, it’s her. That’s one of the great things about her that she completely understands when you have to go away for a shoot for weeks at a time. She’s gone a lot when she’s working too, so she really gets it and that’s why I think the relationship really works so well for us, because we both really understand the responsibilities that go with it all.

Have you always wanted to make a blockbuster movie?

I always wanted to do something of this size but I honestly didn’t think it would happen this early in my career. I thought I was going to have to work a couple more years to get in position to even be considered for something like this but it happened and I feel really lucky. It can’t do anything but help.

How did you get along with the cast?

I learned a lot from actors like John Turturro and Jon Voight, who were great with me. The way they work was really impressive. I also have to say that you would not believe that Shia LeBeouf was only 20. I really respect his approach to acting and his work ethic and he’s really, really talented. He has an ability to keep it real and funny and there is a nerdy quality about him but it’s still cool. Not many people can pull that off so I’m glad he’s the lead in our film.

How did you feel when you finally saw the transformers you had been pretending to act with?

I loved it! You just hope that the reactions you are giving are going to be realistic reactions to what they ultimately put up there and you have to trust that what they do is going to match what you were doing, so when I saw it, it was pretty amazing. 

Do you have a favorite transformer?

I would have to say either Devastator or Vortex. I like the bad ones for whatever reason, the ones that are a little more destructive!
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