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Synopsis

Advertising executive Charles Schine (Clive Owen) is just another Chicago commuter who regularly catches the 8:43 am train to work. But the one day he misses his train and meets Lucinda Harris (Jennifer Aniston), his life is changed forever. 

Lucinda is charming, beautiful and seductive. Despite the fact that each are married with children, their attraction to one another is magnetic.  Lunch dates quickly become cocktails after work, and before long, Charles and Lucinda’s infatuation leads them to a hotel room. Their seemingly perfect affair goes terribly awry when LaRoche (Vincent Cassel), a brutal stranger, breaks into their room and holds them at gunpoint.  This once illicit liaison turns into a nightmare more dangerous and violent than either could have ever imagined.

Charles’ life soon becomes filled with deception, blackmail, violence and crime.  Unable to confide in his wife or speak to the police, Charles finds himself trapped in a world he doesn’t recognize, with no trace of the life he once knew.

DERAILED is a sexy, psychological thriller starring Clive Owen, Jennifer Aniston, Melissa George, Vincent Cassel, RZA and Xzibit.  Based on the best-selling novel by James Seigel, DERAILED marks the English language debut feature film by Swedish director Mikael Håfström, whose previous film “Evil” was a 2004 Academy Award nominee for Best Foreign Language Film.
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DERAILED

About the Production

DERAILED explores the repercussions of making one terrible mistake that can change someone’s life entirely.  As Jennifer Aniston says, “If only he had made his train… It’s a great moment.”

Lorenzo di Bonaventura read the galley to James Siegel’s book over the Christmas holiday.  He couldn’t put it down and says “it felt immediately like a movie.”  Once he learned that the rights were still available, he went after it.  The story spoke to him: “All of us have made mistakes in our lives—all of us have made a bad decision at one point or another, and sometimes it’s a small decision so you don’t anticipate the ramifications.  I think in Charles Schine’s case, life has dealt him a couple of unfair blows, and he’s at a vulnerable moment in his life.  Unfortunately for him, this vulnerability allows him to make the mistake.”

The novel also enamored screenwriter Stuart Beattie.  “I read it in one night and thought it was a great Hitchcockian story.”  He also really liked the book’s central character.  “He is such a sympathetic guy. He made a big mistake, but he was paying for it, and paying for it. I think if I were in his shoes, I would do the exact same things, making the same mistakes, getting deeper, and deeper into a hole just as Charles does, I just thought it was terrific.  Derailed is everything a good thriller should be.”  Beattie immediately wanted to be a part of it.  “I don’t see those Hitchcock-type films being made anymore.  Films like ‘North by Northwest’ where ordinary guys get caught up in extraordinary situations and the plot has fantastic twists and turns.”

Di Bonaventura hired Beattie to write the script because, as he explains, “He fundamentally understood what made the book work as a movie—what made the characters.  He visualized the movie right away.”

Once hired, Beattie is proud to say that he’s been “the only writer on the film from beginning to end - which is a rarity in Hollywood these days.  I’d say maybe one in a hundred films treats the writer so well.  It has been phenomenal.”  He joked to friends that “I’m going to go into arbitration against myself just so that I feel normal, and feel like it’s a normal movie.  Otherwise it’s going to feel too weird.”

Because the film has so many twists and surprises, Beattie had to be careful not to lose his audience.  “It’s really a matter of watching every line you write, and making sure that it can be read in a completely different way once you know what’s really going on. So, when you see the film the first time, it’ll be one movie, and I hope when you see the film a second time, it will be a completely different movie. That is part of what’s so great about this story - being able to do that.” 

The actors were all drawn to the power of the script.  Aniston called it a “roller coaster.”  She says “I read it pretty quickly.  There was so much that you didn’t see coming. It was beautifully written.”

Xzibit explains, “When I first got the script I read it cover-to-cover, and I thought the story was very realistic.  I thought this could actually happen. The characters seemed extremely real, and I just thought that the way it was written, and the way that I knew it was gonna be filmed, it would be very interesting.  I am glad to be a part of it.”

RZA continues, “Everything that happens in this movie is one surprise after another.  It’s not going to be easy for the audience to figure it out.  Sometimes you go to movies and you watch 15 or 20 minutes, and you know what’s gonna happen at the end. That’s not gonna happen here.”

About Mikael Håfström

Mikael Håfström may not seem like an obvious choice for this project.  As producer Mark Cooper explains, “this is his first American film – his first film in the English language.”  But everyone agreed he was the man for the job.  Most people, especially his lead actors, responded to his previous film “Evil,” which earned an Academy Award nomination for Best Foreign Language Film.  Aniston loved “Evil,” calling it “brilliant and fantastic.”  Clive Owen was excited about collaborating with Hafstrom because “Evil” impressed him as well.  Di Bonaventura agrees, explaining, “What I especially liked was the simplicity of his narrative story-telling. He created a realistic environment and understands how to draw in an audience.”

Vincent Cassel loved Håfström’s directing style: “He’s one of those directors that when he watches the monitor, he says what to do. It’s not just about watching my frame, or my directing.  He’s the type of director who’s watching his actors, and that’s a great feeling because it’s not always the case. A lot of directors spend time watching what is around taking place in the scene without focusing on the acting.”

Aniston also believes Håfström’s style was essential to the film’s success—“He underplays everything, he’s delicate, and focuses on this love story in a beautiful way.  It makes it feel like an old movie from the 70’s.  It just feels right.”

“He’s on schedule, he’s on time, he’s not a diva—actors love him, the crew loves him, it’s an easy set, it’s a fun set,” says Beattie of Håfström.  But what impressed Beattie most was how “he wants me around all the time, which is so rare for a writer.”

Håfström created a special environment on set.  Owen contends, “I felt like I was in very good hands. He tells me to go in a certain direction only when he and I both agree on where he wants to take my character.  He is very on top of Charles’ psychological journey, but also the psychological framework of the whole movie. He’s very, very shrewd, and he’s a very, very good choice for this type of movie. This is the type of movie that, in the wrong hands, could turn into a movie you’ve seen before.”

Aniston reveals, “He’s so specific, and he has such impeccable taste.  You know that he won’t stop until he gets exactly what he wants. And, when he says, ‘I got it,’ you just walk away.”

Cassel respected the atmosphere Håfström created on-set: “Everything is very mellow, even though it’s playful and very concentrated.  There’s no ego from anybody on set, and it makes it easy and fun.  Everything’s been great.”

Though this is only Xzibits’s second feature film, he was also able to appreciate Håfström’s style: “He doesn’t give his directions out loud blaring through a megaphone.  He comes up to you and gives you real one-on-one direction.  He speaks real softly, he’s like, ‘Xzibit, it is good, but we need more.’  He’s great.”

About the Characters
Beattie loves the Schine family.  “I love that at the center of this film is this great family—it’s the heart and soul of the film, and you care about them so deeply because of what their daughter is going through. You want to care about this unit.”  At the same time, Owen points out “you get the feeling they’re pretty much trapped in their lives, and maybe they’ve spent an awful lot of time dealing with their child and they’ve sort of forgotten about each other.”

The film turns, however, on the relationship between Charles and Lucinda.  Beattie sees them both as lost characters.  “When they meet, Charles and Lucinda are two incredibly lonely people. They have families, they have jobs, they have essentially full lives but they’re empty inside for one reason or another. And, really, it’s about two people finding out they can connect.”  Aniston agrees.  “They’re both at a place in their lives when they need to meet each other.”

Says Beattie, “by the time they make the decision to go to the hotel, they’ve crossed that line of ‘I’m tired of giving for everyone else.’  I think it’s almost a selfish thing, but they’ve gotten to the point where they are running on empty, and they need something to make the everyday existence worthwhile.”

Aniston sees Lucinda as “an interesting, tortured” woman.  Owen’s Charles Schine is innocent and charming, but under tremendous stress from his family and career.

Owen explains, “I’m playing a very reactive part.  He finds himself in a horrible situation, and then things spiral out of control, and his life goes completely crazy.  He’s in a sort of Kafka nightmare.”

Cassel sees many facets to his character LaRoche, “He’s very smart; he’s very slick; he’s funny in his own way. A dangerous, fun guy.”  Producer Mark Cooper says, “It’s a game for [LaRoche]. It’s a game that he enjoys and where he’s very successful.  He knows how to turn the screw and get that man’s life savings.”  Beattie describes the complexities, “LaRoche has two roles to play – tough on the outside he is the uneducated mugger, deep down, he’s a sophisticated, intelligent criminal.”

Winston, played by RZA, demonstrates the film’s most steadfast loyalty.  Beattie admits, “Winston is a fantastic character.  I love his arc.”  RZA was thrilled because, “with my Hip Hop background, I usually play roles that are more aggressive and all ‘hood.’  And, this guy had a different kind of range to him – even though he was more of a nice guy who worked in the office, he still had his past of bein’ a thug.”

About the Cast

Producer di Bonaventura could not have been happier with the cast.  “This is one of the more eclectic casts I’ve seen.  I love the idea of having RZA, Xzibit and Giancarlo Esposito with Jennifer Aniston, Clive Owen and Vincent Cassel—it’s a great combination of international and American stars.  I think our multi-ethnic cast will give the film a contemporary feel.

Aniston had been looking for a role like this.  “First of all, I had been wanting to do a thriller, and these types of roles don’t come around too often.”

Owen says “I think it’s a great part for Jennifer, and I was delighted when she expressed interest in doing it.  It’s very different from anything she has previously done and audiences will get to see an entirely new dimension of Jennifer Aniston.  I had a great time working with her.” 

Beattie describes Charles as “the every man,” which fit Clive Owen perfectly.  “He just brings a real gravity to it, and he gets Charles so well. He understands the grimness.” 

“Oh, he’s just a dream, he’s dreamy,” gushes Aniston.  “He’s fantastic. Really he’s one of the great ones in terms of his talent and his charm.  I mean he’s tall, dark, and handsome, and then there’s just something that he brings to the screen that is indescribable, and you just want to watch him.  There’s just so much going on behind those eyes.”

RZA was thrilled to co-star with Owen as well.  “Clive made it a very easy job for me. I’m not an actor by profession, I’m a Hip Hop performing artist, and a producer/composer, but to get on the silver screen, and get in front of the camera and try to put myself into a character wasn’t an easy job, and Clive made it easier.  He gave me a lot of tips.  He actually helped me get the part.”

Cooper describes RZA as “a wonderfully interesting person.  He just left behind the day-to-day happenings in the rap world and came very professionally onto the film set.”  RZA enjoyed the chance to step into character: “It’s fun to kinda be somebody you ain’t for a moment.  I think that’s the beautiful thing about acting in any film you join, you’re a whole different person.  With music, you’ve gotta maintain and keep your identity.”  Beattie simply says that RZA “nails his performance.”

Clive Owen describes himself as a fan of Vincent Cassel’s work in French film.   Aniston says of Vincent: “he’s just great, frightening - he sends chills down your spine.”  Xzibit, who shares many scenes with Cassel, says simply: “He’s like my brother from another mother, except he’s from France, and he’s got a cool accent that I don’t have.”

Xzibit was happy to find a role where he could show his acting chops.  “I’m having fun learnin’ the ropes, and getting’ my feet wet.”  While he plays a thug in the film, Aniston had nothing but praise for the new actor.  “He’s the nicest guy.  The first day I met him he held a gun to my head, and he was terrified after every take that he was somehow hurting me, and he was the sweetest guy on the planet.”

For his friends back home, Cassel felt like RZA and Xzibit were the real stars.  “Where I come from, and especially my neighborhood in Paris, you tell people that you’re gonna make a movie with Jennifer Aniston and Clive Owen and people go, ‘Yeah?’ And then you say, ‘But RZA and Xzibit are in it too,’ and everybody goes, ‘Wow!’  It was just fun to be around those guys because I’ve been listening to their music for a long time. And they’re not just rappers, they take acting very seriously.”

Owen was most astounded by Addison Timlin who played his daughter.  “Sometimes you work with child actors and the reason they’re good is that there’s a naïveté about what they do. They’re prepared and they just haven’t got that conscious thing yet.  But Addison is terribly smart. You really feel she’s got a very long future because she’s terribly shrewd.  I was really impressed with her.”

Locations

The film was shot in Chicago and London.  One Chicago location put the production behind the great steps where “The Untouchables” was shot.  Aniston shares “I love being on location.  I hate being away from home more than anything, but once I get away and I’m on location, I love it.”

On set, the cast and crew were quite close.  Aniston explains “we actually had a great dinner together when I got to Chicago.  We stayed out way too late, and heard the great music Chicago is famous for. The people are lovely. It’s one of the sweetest groups of people with whom I’ve worked.”

Xzibit is proud of his second film role: “I think when you take a certain director, and his viewpoint, and the way he sees cinema, and combine that with a diverse cast and a great story, you can’t lose. It’s simple.  It’s a masterpiece.”

Aniston agrees.  “It’s very rare that I actually want to see a movie that I’ve done, and I’m really looking forward to seeing this film.  This was a big challenge for me, but so much fun.  I had a good time digging my heels into something sort of out of the box.  I loved that. And these people are—across the board—the greatest people.” 
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About the Cast

CLIVE OWEN / Charles Schine

Clive Owen’s performance in the title role of Mike Hodges’ sleeper hit Croupier had critics comparing him to the likes of Bogart, Mitchum, and Connery.

Owen first came to the U.K. public’s attention as the star of the television series Chancer. U.S. audiences later saw him starring opposite Catherine Zeta-Jones in Jack Gold’s telefilm adaptation of The Return of the Native, which aired on CBS. More recently, he starred in the BBC’s Second Sight police dramas, in which he starred as DCI Ross Tanner, which aired on PBS’s Mystery!
His U.K. telefilm credits also include Andrew Grieve’s Lorna Doone, Andy Wilson’s An Evening with Gary Lineker, Diarmuid Lawrence’s The Echo, and David Blair’s Split Second.

Owen’s feature films also include Beeban Kidron’s Vroom, Stephen Poliakoff’s Close My Eyes, and Century, Sean Mathias’ Bent, Joel Hershman’s Greenfingers and Robert Altman’s star-studded cast of Gosford Park.  His acclaimed stage work includes portraying Romeo at the Young Vic, starring in Sean Mathias’ staging of Noel Coward’s Design for Living, and playing the lead role in Patrick Marber’s original production of Closer at the Royal National Theater. 

In the fall of 2001, he starred in London in Lawrence Boswell’s staging of Peter Nichols’ A Day in the Death of Joe Egg and in “The Hire,” series of BMW Internet short features, in which he was directed by (respectively) John Frankenheimer, Ang Lee, Wong Kar-wai, Guy Ritchie, and Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu.

Clive’s next films only added to his already brilliant and diverse choice of film credits.  He chose Beyond Borders, a romantic war drama co-starring Angelina Jolie, Mike Hodges thriller, I’ll Sleep When I Am Dead, the action war drama, King Arthur and Sin City, which co-starred Bruce Willis, Benicio Del Toro, Rosario Dawson and Jessica Alba. 

In 2005, Clive won a Golden Globe and was nominated for an Academy Award for his role as Larry in Closer, directed by Mike Nichols.  The film also starred Julia Roberts, Jude Law and Natalie Portman.

Clive recently finished production on Spike Lee’s Inside Man opposite Denzel Washington and Jodie Foster and is currently filming Children of Men, which co-stars Julianne Moore.  

JENNIFER ANISTON / Lucinda Harris

Born in Sherman Oaks, CA and raised in New York City, Jennifer Aniston is a versatile actress who was exposed to acting at an early age by her father, John Aniston, who starred on NBC's daytime drama Days of Our Lives, and her godfather, the late Telly Savalas.

Aniston is best known for her role as “Rachel Green” in the hit ensemble comedy Friends, in which she starred with Courteney Cox-Arquette, Matt LeBlanc, Matthew Perry, David Schwimmer, and Lisa Kudrow, on NBC.  Her work as "Rachel Green” has earned her two Emmy Award nominations for Best Supporting Actress and, four People’s Choice Awards for Best Actress in a Comedy Series, two Screen Actors Guild Award nominations for Best Actress in a Comedy, as well as nominations for a Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress in a Comedy, Drama or Mini-series and for Best Performance by a Lead Actress in a Comedy Series.  She won her first Emmy in 2002 as Lead Actress in a Comedy Series as well as her first Golden Globe Award in 2003 as Best Performance by a Lead Actress in a Comedy Series.  She recently received her third Emmy nomination for Lead Actress in a Comedy Series.

Aniston's previous television credits include series regular roles on The Edge, as well as Ferris Bueller, a recurring role on Herman’s Head and guest-starring roles on such series as Quantum Leap and Burke’s Law.

In addition to the massive success she has achieved on the small screen, Aniston continues to branch out with very different roles on the silver screen.  Aniston was most recently seen starring along side Ben Stiller in Universal’s Along Came Polly.  She also starred opposite Jim Carrey and Morgan Freeman in the smash hit Tom Shadyac comedy, Bruce Almighty.  She also starred in Miguel Arteta’s critically acclaimed third film, The Good Girl, opposite Jake Gyllenhaal, John C. Reilly and Zooey Deschanel, a role for which Aniston earned an Independent Spirit Award nomination.   

Additionally, Aniston’s film credits include: Rock Star, opposite Mark Wahlberg and directed by Stephen Herek; She’s the One opposite director Ed Burns and Cameron Diaz; Picture Perfect opposite Kevin Bacon and Olympia Dukakis, directed by Glenn Gordon Caron; ‘Til There Was You, with Jeanne Tripplehorn, Sarah Jessica Parker and Dylan McDermott and the critically praised The Object of My Affection opposite Paul Rudd.   Her other film credits include Office Space and Dreams for an Insomniac.


Aniston recently completed production on the Rob Reiner film Rumor Has It for Warner Bros.  Aniston stars alongside Kevin Costner and Shirley MacLaine as a woman who learns that her family was the inspiration for the book and film "The Graduate".  Jennifer also recently completed filming the romantic comedy The Break Up with co-star Vince Vaughn.

MELISSA GEORGE / Deanna Schine

Melissa George got her start in Australia where she took on numerous modeling jobs and was voted Western Australia’s Teenage Model of the Year.   After landing the role of Angel Brooks for the popular Australian TV soap Home & Away, she won Australia’s top Television Award “The Golden Logie” twice. George garnered attention in the US when she joined the cast of ABC hit show Alias as “Lauren Reed.”  

She was most recently seen on the big screen in 2005 remake of The Amityville Horror.  Additional film credits include Sugar and Spice and Down With Love.   George other television credits include a very popular guest-stint on NBC’s Friends playing a Lesbian nanny and on WB’s Charmed as the queen of Valkryies.

VINCENT CASSEL / La Roche

One of France’s more prominent and prolific actors, Vincent Cassel came to international attention in the hard-hitting film La Haine (Hate). Since then he has continued to star in both French and international films, including the award-winning L’Appartement, Birthday Girl, Brotherhood of the Wolf, Read My Lips, Irreversible and, mort recently, Stephen Soderbergh’s Ocean’s Twelve, the sequel to comedy caper remake Ocean’s Eleven. 

For his role in La Haine in 1996, he was nominated for two Cesar Awards–as Best Actor and Most Promising Newcomer, and was again nominated as best actor for his performance in Sur Mes Levres in 2001, which also resulted in a nomination as Best Actor at the European Film Awards.

RZA / Winston Boyko

The RZA, aka the Abbot, aka Bobby Digital.  Man of many aliases and more talents.  He is the heart, soul, and brains behind rap’s only true supergoup, the Wu-Tang Clan.  In 1993 RZA single-handedly changed the face of hip-hop with the explosive release of “Enter The Wu-Tang: 36 Chambers”.  His raw and dirty beats influenced virtually every producer that followed in his roaring wake.  His talents were requested by everyone from Snoop Doggy Dogg to U2 to Bjork.

He also created a precedent for the industry, signing the group to a deal that allowed each member to pursue solo deals on other labels.  The group’s second album, Wu-Tang Forever, sold over 600,000 copies in its first week.  RZA’s business savvy was heralded on the front page of a The New York Times’ Business section, as he has diversified his business interests: a clothing line, a studio and a film production company to name a few.

In 2000, director Jim Jarmusch reached out to RZA to score Ghost Dog, a modern samurai film.  While many other hip-hop producers may have simply thrown samples and breakbeats at the picture, RZA did his due diligence.  The result was something only he could have achieved:  an ethereal soundscape that subtly wove together the ancient Eastern with the modern Western warrior sensibility. 

To RZA fans, the Ghost Dog score was no surprise because RZA’s music is filmic in its nature.  You don’t just hear a Wu-Tang song, you see it.  So it’s natural that RZA, as a movie buff and a fanatic of martial arts flicks in particular, would turn his eye to directing.  Starting with music videos, such as “Tragedy,” a mini kung fu movie shot in Hong Kong, he moved on to directing three films entitled Bobby Digital: Bobby Did It, Bobby Digital: Digital Bullet, - both centered around his alter-ego, and Domestic Violence, a moving look at the phenomenon.  In 2002 he produced a full-length kung fu movie called Z Chronicles bringing in talent from Taiwan and Hong Kong to add to is authenticity.

In 2003 RZA scored Kill BillVol.1 for Quentin Tarantino, for which he got a BAFTA nomination.  In addition, RZA participated in the scoring of Barbershop 2, Soul Plane, Kill Bill Volume 2, Blade: Trinity and Unleashed.

RZA has appeared in Ghost Dog, Scary Movie 3. Most recently, RZA appeared in Jim Jarmusch’s ensemble episodic film Coffee and Cigarettes, in a segment co-starring Bill Murray and The Gza.

He has performed on “Mad TV” and twice on “The Chappelle Show.”  RZA is also the author of The Wu-Tang Manual: Enter the 36 Chambers, Volume One.  

XZIBIT / Dexter

Xzibit’s career begins with his success as a rapper.  He has toured with the likes of Snoop Dogg, Eminem and Ice Cube.  Currently, he can be seen once a week on MTV’s “Pimp My Ride,” a reality show that turns teens’ junkyard-bound cars into dream cars.  The show is now broadcast in over 40 countries and the market continues to grow.  It is currently in its 4th season.  

Xzibit has also appeared in a widely seen Right Guard Xtreme Cool Spray commercial, an episode of “CSI:Miami”, 8 Mile, directed by Curtis Hanson and starring Eminem and Mekhi Pfeiffer, and XXX:State of the Union starring Ice Cube and Willem Defoe.  Besides Derailed, Xzibit can also be seen in the upcoming Gridiron Gang for Columbia Pictures and directed by Phil Joanou.

ADDISON TIMLIN / Amy Schine

Addison Timlin considers herself a true New Yorker at heart, even though she was born in Pennsylvania and grew up in Southern California before landing in Manhattan.  Addi had an incredible experience working with such a distinguished cast and crew on Derailed, which marks her feature film debut.  

She began her acting career at age 9, when she performed in the National Tour of Annie.  Since then, she has performed the role of Annie in several different productions over a span of three years.  Most recently, Addi was seen opposite Bernadette Peters in the Broadway revival of Gypsy, directed by Sam Mendes.  Other theatre credits include Mary Lennox in The Secret Garden.  Addison can be seen in the Columbia University Film Isabel Fish, directed by Lara Zizic.  

At 14 years old, she is currently a freshman at the Professional Performing Arts High School in Manhattan, and is the youngest of four children.

GIANCARLO ESPOSITO / Detective Church

Giancarlo is best-known for his award-winning performance in The Usual Suspects and his roles in several Spike Lee movies, including Do the Right Thing, School Daze, Mo Better Blues and Malcom X.  He received the nomination for an Independent Spirit Award as Best Actor for his performance in Fresh. He was featured in Wayne Wang’s acclaimed independent feature, Smoke and starred opposite Paul Newman in Twilight.


Among Esposito’s other numerous credits are Ali, Nothing to Lose, Amos & Andrew, Bob Roberts, King of New York and The Cotton Club.  He played in one season of Homicide: Life on the Streets in 1998, and reprised his detective role in the series’ MOW in 2000.  

Born in Copenhagen, Denmark, Esposito moved with his family to several destinations before settling in Manhattan when he was five.  He made his Broadway debut a scant four years later in Maggie Flynn.
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Mikael Håfström / Director

Mikael Håfström was born in Lund, Sweden.  He studied film at the University of Stockholm and then the School of Visual Arts in New York.  He began his professional life as a freelance film critic and later went on to work as an Assistant Director and Script Writer in Swedish television before moving on to direct Swedish dramas.

In 1995, Håfström directed his first feature Vendetta.  He then went on to direct and co-write award winning productions including:  Days Like These (Leva Livet) (2001), and Academy Award nominated Evil (Ondskan) (2003). 

In addition to Derailed, Håfström’s recent projects include Drowning Ghost (Strandvaskaren) (2004). 

Lorenzo di Bonaventura / Producer

Lorenzo di Bonaventura was born in New York.  His father, Mario di Bonaventura, is an international conductor.

Mr. di Bonaventura received his undergraduate degree in intellectual history at Harvard College and earned a Master of Business Administration at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School of Business.  He began his professional life operating a river-rafting company and later joined Columbia Pictures and worked in distribution, Marketing and in the office of the President.

In February 1989 Mr. di Bonaventura joined Warner Bros.  While at Warner Bros., di Bonaventura was involved in over 130 productions.  Amongst his biggest commercial and critical successes were: Falling Down (1993), A Time to Kill (1996), The Matrix (1999), Analyze This (2000), The Perfect Storm (2000), Ocean’s Eleven (2001), Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (2001), Training Day (2001) and Scooby Doo (2002).

In January 2003 di Bonaventura formed a production company based at Paramount Pictures.  di Bonaventura Pictures most recently produced the hit Four Brothers, starring Mark Wahlberg  and Constantine starting Keanu Reeves; and is in post-production on Doom starring Dwayne 'The Rock' Johnson and Karl Urban.
MARK COOPER / Co-Producer

As line producer or co-producer, Mark Cooper has been involved with films that have totalled 8 Academy Awards wins, plus 26 nominations, 8 BAFTA wins, plus 31 nominations in addition to numerous international awards and nominations. His film credits include Line Producer of Iain Softley’s Wings of the Dove, John Madden’s Shakespeare in Love, Lasse Hallstrom’s Chocolat, Nicolas Hytner’s Madness of King George and Tim Fifield’s I Captured the Castle. He recently co-produced Proof, starring Gwyneth Paltrow and Anthony Hopkins, directed by John Madden.

Peter Biziou / Director of Photography

Cinematographer Peter Biziou won the Academy Award and the BAFTA Award for cinematography for his work on Alan Parker’s film Mississippi Burning; and was nominated for the BAFTA award for The Truman Show. Among his previous credits are Bugsy Malone, Monty Python’s Life of Brian, In the Name of the Father, Richard III, and recent credits include Charles Dance’s directorial debut Ladies in Lavender and Unfaithful for director Adrian Lynne.

Andrew Laws / Production Designer

Andrew Laws most recently designed Beyond the Sea, the biopic about the life of singer Bobby Darin, written, directed, produced and starring Kevin Spacey. Other credits as designer include Along Came Polly, starring Jennifer Aniston, Down with Love, starring Renee Zellweger and Ewan McGregor, and Phone Booth and Tigerland, both starring Colin Farrell.

Stuart Beattie / Screenwriter
After completing a communication degree in his native Australia, Stuart Beattie attended UCLA, winning the Diane Thomas Award for his student script. This brought him to the attention of LA agents, and from there the work flowed.

Two screenplays produced in Australia, Joey, and Kick, were followed by Collateral which was bought and produced by Dreamworks, becoming an international box office smash, starring Tom Cruise and Jamie Foxx.
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